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THE 
USE and Great MOMENT 
OF THE '1 
NOTES 
OF THE 


CHURCH); 


| As Deliver'd by | | 
QC, Bellarmine De Motis Eccl. 
JUSTIFIED: 


I N 
Anſwer to a late Diſcourſe concer- | | 
ning the NoTEs of the Cyug cn. 


In hoc cognofcent omnes quod Diſcipuli mei eſtis —— S. Joan. 13. 
Rogo --- ut omnes unumn ſint --- ut credas MUNDUS quia tu me + 
miſiſts-Joan. 17. 
S. Aug. Tradt. 2. in Epift. S, Joan. 
Quid amplins difturus ſum quim Cacos , qui tam magnum * mn- 
tem non vident? Qu contra Lucernam in Candelabro poftam | 
oculos claudant ? | + 


With Allowance. 


————_—_— 


London, Printed by Nathaniel Thompſon at the Entrance into 
Old-Spring-garden near Charing-Croſs. 1687, 
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The UsE and Great Moment 


NOTES 
CHURCH: 


Cardinal BELLARMINE, &c. 


He World is come to a fine paſs, when it 

ſhall as good as deny Chrilt's Oze, Holy 

Catholick Church ; and (though it be con- 

fels'd that there is no Remiſhon of Sins, 

or Eternal Salvation out of It) ſhall ſeek to baffle,and 

diſcourage thoſe, who by Prayer, and Guidance of 

God's good Spirit, ſearch to find It out, Cardinal 

Bellermine, (after others,) hath, to very good pur- 

poſe lent his helping hand, to ſhew us the City built 

ox 4 Hill, and hath given us Marks which one would 

think carry Majeſty in their Faces ; Yet *tis his Lot, 
he is Laugh'd at for his Pains, as an idle Note-Maker, Page 1+ 

to little purpoſe. | 
2. 
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$ 2, To little purpoſe indeed, with the Obſtizate, 
who will not agree, neither what the Church 15; No, 
nor what a Note may be. For being good at war- 
ding of a blow, they fly to this, That a Church 1s 
nothing elſe but a Society of True Believers ; What- 
loever therefore is the Denomination-of Believers, 
Abaſſine, Armenian, Greek, or Roman, let us add, 
Latheran, Calvinift, with a wide Er Cetera, They 
are cach of them Churches of Chriſt ; And the Church 
Uaiverſal is nothing elle but the Aggregate, Or Omni: 
um Gatherum Of all Juch Profeſſions : Whereas, con- 
ſider, whoever thou” art, good Reader, the Church 
Catholigh, canliſting of all Nations, Jew-and Gentile, 
and thereupon prynatyly  called':Csbo/zk, had Its 
Plamation by leſſed Lord and his Holy Apoſtles, 
in One Faith, and One Communion, Antecedently to 
all ſuch Diviſions that Now, or- Then, were made 
by the Craft and Policy of Satan ; And therefore far 
is the Univerſal Charch from being an Aggregate of 
all ſuch Breaches of Faith and Diſcipline ; But rather, 
Nay, for certain, *tis only'a Comprehenſion of all Theſe 
Churches which keep to the Unity of Faith, and perfiſt in 
their fir# un-divided Eſtate in the Bond of a Univeiſal 
Peace, This is the Lowe, the Dove, the Fair Spouſe 
of Chriſt, She only is Her Well-beloweds, and Her Well- 
belowed is Hers And this is ſomewhar like;;''Ir an+ 
{wers to the Dignity, to the Majefty, the Wiſfonr, 
the Purity of the Great Son of God, the Prince of 
his Catholick Church, the Bridegroom of his Spouſe, 
to have ſo Fair, ſo Amiable, fo Well-order d, 10 De-> 
vout, 10 Grave and Peaceable, fo Venerable a Conpre+ 
gation : None of which'ts to be found where there 
is want of Charity, and the Spirit of Divifion Rules. 
This briefly for the Church, d 3. 
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$ 3. Now, for the Notion of a Noze or Maxk, 
that we may agree, tis clear by its Definition, that 
itisa more ſenſible Appearance 1n, or about, the Sub- 
je enquird after, whereby we are led toward the 
Knowledge of the preſent Exiiexce er Eſſexce of the 
ſaid Subjeq. 'Tis manifeſt then, that a Note of a 
thing muſt be Zx7ra-eſſential of it ſelf, becaule by I, 
and the Light from thence, we arrive to the Know- 
ledge of the Efence ; Upon which ground, you ſee 
the reaſonable demands of thoſe who challenge firſt, 
that a Diſtini#ive Mark or Note muſt be more known 
than the thing Notify'd. 24ly. That a Notre mult be, 
in conjunCtion at leaſt, in ſome Meaſure, proper, got 
common or indifferent to many Singulars, much .. 
leſs to Contraries; For as in Druggs, &«c. thereare 
ſome Genuine, ſome Adwlterate, 10 is it in Churches, 
and Profeſſions ; there are ſome Pretended Churches, 
Counterfeit Profeſſions, Falſe Sophiſticate Faiths, as the 
* Apoſtle exprelles it, Adulters predicatores, as Tert. (a) 11Cor. 
In plain Exgliſh, Hereſies and Schiſms :; Both which, Cf" Mar 
how dangerous they are, let the * Scripture be Judge, 7377. rom. 
and therefore there is no harm ſure, if we take care, 16. 17. 
as the Sea-man of the Rock, how to avoid them. Sul. = 
$. 4. Well, where are theſe idle Notes ? What are 
they ? Are we not affraid to produce them? Nay, Page 15 
our Diſcourſer rather was affraid, who hath reckon'd '7: **: 
them-up, now Here, now There, Piece-meal ; but 
durſt not let them paſs by us in their Maje#ick Train, 
leaſt his Reader with Saba's __ ſhould be daz'led 
at the Glory, Tranſported, as ſhe was, that there was 
no Life in her. They ſeem to a Single, rot Malig- 
nant Eye, even Triumphant Notes of the Mil;- 
tent Church. 
A 2 6 
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The Miſe and great Moment 

$. 5. Asfirſt ; Let me have leave toreckon them, 
the Name: Catholick, how Sacred to all thoſe who 
ownany of the Three Creeds, really and veritably / 
The Second, Its Aztiquity : How indubitable, and 
aboveall ſuſpition of Nove/ty! The Third, Perpe- 
tual Duration, Out-laſting all Earthly Empires and 
Kingdoms, and proclaiming from Age to Age the 
Truth of Him that promis'd that the Gates of Hell,&c. 
The Fourth Amplitude ; Being a great Body accor- 
ding to Prophecy, an{werab'e to the Dignity and 
Majefty of Her Sovereign Lord; For Jeſus Chriſt 
the Son of God, Prince of the Cathotlick Church, is no 
Petty-Prince, as ſome Archi-Synagogues do imagine. 
Fifth, Succeſſion ' Apoſtolical ; according to Promiſe, 
and Prophecy, Pſalm XLV 16. (The very Fews 
confeſſing it.) How- Strong, Invincible, Clear, and 
Undeniable by Gain-ſayers ! Sixth, Primitive Conſent. 
How great and how manifeſt to thoſe good Men who 
Enquire ! Witneſs the Multitudes that return to the 
Catholick Churchupon that Account. Seventh, Ixti- 
mate Unity with their Head Chriſt, and with One 
Another. By THIS ſhall all Men know that you 


- are MY Diſciples, that you Lowe One Another, viz. 


with Charch-Charity. As if He had faid, This is the 
NOTE of MY Church, the MARK of my Sheep, 
yea, by This ſhall AZ Mer know that you are My Dz/- 
ciples. Eighth, Sanitity of Dottrine; as reveald 
by God, in whom is Light, and no Darkneſs at all, 
in Oppoſition to the Heathen Impurities, yea, and the 
Fembp Literal Imperfe&t - Umbrages of Service. 
Ninth, Efficacy upon Infidels, bringing whole Nations 
out of their Blindneſs, and Baptizing them into the 
Belief of the moſt Holy Un-arvided Trinity, and all 

therein 
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therein contain'd. Tenth, The Holineſs of the Fathers. 
| whoſe Lives we wiſh to be Legends, (though un- 
| queſtionably true,) when we ſee how far they have 
| out-done us. Eleventh, The Glory of Miracles, 
which a Man would be wary of contradiQting, for 
fear of Ble{phemy, and Sinning againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
| ſill continu'd, and deny'd by none but Scepricks, in 
Diſpoſſeſſion of Devi/s, and Curing the Strums. 
Twelfth, The Gift of Prophecy; A Light ſtruck 
from Heaven to ſhew us the Church, and the Towers 
thereof ; To ſay nothing concerning the confeſſron of 
) Adverſaries, and unhappy Exit of the Churches Ene- 
| mics. Theſe, Theſe are the NOTES, which {like a 
Bill in Parliament,) deſerve a ſecond Reading, 
$. 6. Now, (enter Diſcourſer :) To what end is 
all this ? * Is not the Catholick Church Viſible ? And 
t « if we cannot ſee which is the Charch, what need ©*5* 3 
« we guels at it by Marks and Signs? Cannot we 
* without all this ado, diſtinguiſh a Chriſtian from a 
* Turk or a Jew,or a Pagan ? Twill be as cafe to find 
; * out a Chriſtian Church as to find out Chriſtians, &c. 
What Spirit is that which envies the ſes 
the Felicity of finding the Trae Church, and caſts an 
; Evil Eye upon the Notes conducing to It, Let any 
CITE Judge: For whereas He pretends tis Viſible, 
l (beſides that he flatly denies it after p. 14-) Nay, ſay 
| I, not among Counterteits; Is it vi{zble at Sea which 
is the Royal Navy, when the Enemy puts: up'the 
> Engliſh Colours ? There are Adulterate Faiths, and 
Counterfeit Churches, as we late had a Counterfeit 
King of England. "i 
Q$. 7. He goes on. © For a Chriſtian Church is 
* nothing elſe but a Society of Chriſtians united under % 
* Chriſtian Paſtors for the Worſbip of Chriſt. No- 


_— jos © #® 


UMI 


Ibid, 


The Uſe and great Moment 

Nothing elſe, BUT | How lightly he ſpeaks ? Wn 
der Chriſtian Paſtors. Chriſtian Paſtors, for a need, 
will take in Presbyters, who renounce Epiſcopacy : 
Nay, Congregational , who renounce Presbytery : 
to lay no more. If he had ſaid Clergy, we had un- 
derſtood him, For the Worſhip of Chrift, whether 
with Lzit#rgy, or without ; with our Lords Prayer, 
or without it ; with an Apoſtles Creed, or without 
it ; with Diſciplize, or without it ; with Penance, 
Confeſſion, Abſolution, or no ſuch matter ; Feſtivals, 
Commemoration of the Myferies of our Salvation, or 
not ; Faſting, Watching, Mortifying, &c. though all 
theſe are inſeparable trom a True Church of Chriſt. 

$. 8. © He proceeds,all ſuch particular or National 
* Charches, all the World over, make up the whole 
* Chriftian Church, or Univerſal Church of Chrif, 
Yes, and all ſuch Churches of Chriſt (if they could 
meet,) would be like the Men in the Marker-place. 
One crying out one thing ,and another another, Acts XVI. 
I9. and no Authority could ſend them home peacea- 
bly to their Dwellings. 

$. 9. We let alone the Schiſm that lies in the 
word National Church ; as if Nations here were 
at their own diſpoſal ; or as if Chriſt begg'd leave 
of the Potentates of the Earth- to Plant his Truth 
amongſt them. The greater miſtake is, that theſe 
Churches all put together, make up the Univerſal 
Church of Chriſt. Univerſal enough, I confeſs, but 
where's the Unity ? Some Body hath taught us to 
believe One Holy Church. We look for Unity, they 
ſhew us Multitude and _ We deſire Unity, 
and They ſhew us Univer/ality- 
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6. x0. The Charch of Chriſt muſt be at Unity, 
in perfe&t Communioz with the Head, and with One 
Another. What is more clear in'the Holy Scripture, 
and the Fathers of the Church after them, whom 
God gave Time after Time, to bring us to Unity in 
Faith and Charity. Ephel. 4. 3. 4. 5. 11. 12. In Peace, 
Order, Communion of Sacraments and Aſſemblies ; 
Unity of Spirit, I ſay, in the (Un-divided) Bond of 

Peace, - | OE” 
 _ &. x7, 'Idefirethe Dyſconrſer to conſult the Teſti- 
monies of the 'Vew Teft:went, which found this way. 
Prote#ants falve the Unity of the Church, mainly, be- 
cauſe Chriftendom is divided and ſeparated from Hea- 
theniſm, not conſidering ſo much the Unity with it 
ſelf ; but the Former is the conſequent only, fince 
Unium is firft indiviſum in ſe, and then diviſum 4 quo- 
libet alio. Firf undivided in'it felf, and then ſepa- 
rated from all others. "EINE 
$. 12. The Charth of Chrift is Owe I ſay ; not only 

divided from Strangers, ' Fews, Turks, 'Pagans, who 
Blaſpheme the Name 6f Chrift, 'but One in It Self, 
and that ſo cloſely, 'that'it- admits: not, but” caſterh 
out ſome;though they profeſs Chriſtiapity, Schiſmaticks 
and Hereticks: 'which 'being caſt out, if you mark it 
well, She is tinited with! Her 'Sef. The Chriſtjas 
Chirches at this day all the World over, as'you fay, 
may befookYupoti/indeed /as'One confuſed Multi- 
tade,but They want the inward Ligament, the Unity 
of-a' Body: For as the'Body is One, ſo is Chrift.2 Cor. 
XIL- 12. Now; the NVozeFfof the Church ferve ro fird 
evt that Chureh, which ' is diffinguiſh'd from-Thoſe 
that are without, 'Heathews, '%c. T Cor, V. 12. and 

Thoſe who are caft out who were once within. 1 Jo. 
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11. 19. but it ſeems went out, or were rejefted as 
Schiſmaticks, | 

$. 13. For that Schiſmaticks are not of the Church, 
One Holy entire Church, &«c. their very Name fig- 
nifies, Rending and Tearing, not the Szamleſs Coat 
alone, but the Bleſſed Body of ow Lord, Whence 
St. Paul, with a Holy Frown, rebukes his ſiding 
Corinthians with this quick Interggetory : Is Chriſt 
faith he, (he means his Catholick Chareh) divided ? 
How ? Nothing more abſurd, than to grant Divi- 
fron in the Church ; yet if it happen, by the way, (as 
it ſeems through Mens waywardneſs it will be ſo) 
the uſe of it is, that the Catholick Church may be 
made manifeſt. 1 Coy. XI. 19. : 

$. 14. Then, for Hereticks, leaſt of all are they to 
be reckon'd in the Chorch, (if there be any ſuck thing; 
for I find not one word of any ſuch. Creature in all 
our Diſcourſer.) They are no better than Wolves, 
as the Great Shepheard of the Sheep has, remark'd. 
And Wolves, though they are too buiſie with the 


Flock, for all their Sheeps-cloathing, 'tis clear, they 
don't belong to It. Chriſt then has left a Church, He 


hath Purchaſed a Church, One Holy Catholick Church. 
Not Negstively only , as diftinguifhd from every 
body elſe; For fo a confus'd Heap, a Mixen, a Rout, 
a Ryor, may be diſtinguiſh'd from other Ryorous Mee- 
tings : But Poſitively, One with It Self; and with 
Its Head, and with Thoſe Chriſt hath ſet over them, 
$. 15. The Unity of the Charch, we lay, is not on- 
ly as the Unity of an Army well Diſciplind, Goyer- 
ned by their Chief, and all Fighting under the ſame 
Banner, againſt, not One Another, but our Spiritual 
Enemies. Yea, it is the Unity of a Boay, a living 
Animate 
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Animate Body, not a Mathematical Body, which is 
diviſible in ſemper diviſibilia, but Animate. Obſerve 
therefore, who can be:more Nice and Curious than 
the Apoſtle, who ſhews us the Connexion-and the Com- 
munion of each Animated Limb or part, -with the 
whole, which being joyn'd: and compatted, lays the 
Engliſh Bible, with the Supplies and Operations of 
every part , -grows up to the fullnels of Chriſt. 
Fopheſ. 1V. 16. ' Will you have more yet? A Body 
which is: govern'd: (let' the Reader Ponder'and Me- 
ditate: on the Words, ) by One Spirit There's Uniry, 
more than Animate, by D:vize Nature, Admirable 
conſent of Head and Foot, where One Spirit vivi- 
fies. Let the Reader Ponder it I ſay, for to every 
conſidering Pefſqn, there is no Vnzry of  Spirsr in the 

Extra-Eccleſiaſtick Party, 
$. 16. Now that Life and Salvation is promis'd 
to this Unity alone, to omit other Teſtimonies, ſee 
what God hath-faid, P/al. x33. even by your Engliſh 
Contetits prefix'd tothat P/a/m. 
| & 17. Theſe'things then promis'd, we are in 
ſome prexey way to find ont the Oe Catholick Church, 
and that, by the help of onr+ Notes. For if the 
Church of God be diſtinguiſh'd, even from the Here- 
rick, andthe Schiſmatick, Whether of the Churches is 
like to b&moſk Carholick ? Thar which maintains Its 
Unity againſt Hereſy and Schiſm, or that which is 
moſt Favourable to the Separation. The Difſenter 
ſcarce owns any ſuch DiftinQtions, or very rarely ; 
Pronounces no Azatherre, except One perhaps : 'They 
would have 7, xy look'd upon as Members of 
the Aggregate Church, notwithitanding their Difſen- 
tion, as well as Others, 'Tis the Famous Caſe 
B brought 
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brought before King Solomon : Catholicks, like the 
Honeft Woman, would have the whole Child ; The 


Harlot would have'the Child divided. 
6. 18 No, no, the Church is Eſſentially Una, as 


well as Santa ; (being rooted and grounded in Love, 


faith the Apoftle, in Charitate radicati & fundati, Eph. 
HIT. 17.) if the Rootand Foundation is an Eſſential ; 
without Charity no Union to the Head. Give us 


therefore fome Notes to free the Church from Schiſm 


Fo. XV. 4. 


Jage 4. 


or Hereſy, or elſe let the Cardinals Notes ſtand, as 
they will, to the end of the World. Oh / But true 
Faith is Eſſential toa Church. No doubt: yet ſtill, the 
Eſfence is not a Note. 2dly. We have Charity 
(which excludes Schiſmz) that 1s as Efſential. For tis 
to be noted that theChnrchesBody is not fo much aGe- 
neral to its Species,as an Integrums to its parts; fo that 
though ſeveral Species may ſubſtantially differ one 
from another, the Gezera/ Nature being ſtill invio- 
late; yet the parts of an I»tegrum as Animate,'dif- 
fer only in Figure and Scituation, and cannot be' fo 
ſeparated/ one from another, but muſt inſtantly pe- 
riſh; as our Lord faith of the Vine-Branch. Where- 
fore He warns His Members to abide in Him, as 
He in Them. He in Them by Faith ; They in Him 
by Charity. | | | 

$29. Wherice- 'tis no abſurdity amongſt mapy 
Dcnominattons of Churches, the Greek, Armenian,. 
Abaſſine, {oman,&c. to enquire which of theſe is Ca- 
tholick? "Fhis is not to Enquire, which Part is the 
Whale; but Which is the /opd part. ' Our Difcaurſer 
objets molt fallly, and on a fajfe Suppofition, 'w1e. 
That rhe Catholick Charch 1s' the Aggregate of all 
Thu ches, Greet, Abaſſine, &c, tainted with Hereſy, 
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Schiſm, or not : No. The True Catholick Church is 
; One, and un-divided 11 It Self, as to Faith and Chari- 
ty. Tho Enquiry thenI ſay, is, Which is zhat Ore 
G Extire, Un-divided Church, the Catholick Church 
ina reltrain'd Scaſ?2, as It ſuppoſes Unity, and  oppo-" 
ſes Hereſy : Not in the more large acceptation, as it 
ſignifies all parts of Chriſtendom, of whatfoever per- 
{waſton, ſculking under the Notion of True Faith ; 
This ſenſe is abuſive, V»-C atholick, not tobe admitted, 
except ſuppoſing the Unity aforclaid which Orhers, 
{theGreek for inſtance)have broken off,God allobear-. . 
ing witneſs to the Sentence of the Church which 
hath declar'd againſt Them by a more Deſpicable Ea. 
pinity,Barbarity in Religion, Temporal Servitude,c>c. 
when as the Romay Church only bears up, by what ? 
but by virtue of the promiſes made to the Apoſtolick 
Faith and Chair. 
$. 20. Hence by the D:/courſers leave, the Roman 
Catholicks put the Queſtion right : Not, what are the 
Notes which conſtitute a Church, that may be call'd 
Chriſtian, but, ſuppoſing Rents and Diviſions in the 
Church ; (which are too notomous toall that meekly 
s Conſider theſethings, and more with Us in Exgland, 
> Who Divide,and Re-divide again.) Which, I beleech 
"you, is the true Church, where one may venture al he 
y hath ? Unleſs it is indifferent, This, or That ? To fay 
' this laft isdiſhonourable to Chriff ; who, whether the 
Diſſenter will ſee it, or no, is a Principle of Unity, as 
6 Well as Holineſs, Whereupon St. Paul tells us, that 
- they who are the Authors of Diviſion, ſerve not rom. 16. 
. the Lord Jeſw Chriſt, but their own Intereſt. And 
h FHhew is our Lord Jeſus Chrift a Principle of Unity , 
as well as Holineſs ? but becauſe He is Unus Domine, 
B 2 One 
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One Lord : The alone Prince of the Catholick Church; 


Epbeſ. 4+ towhom, while the Body is joyn'd, it mult be One: 


Page 8. 


with One Head, One Spirit, One Sentiment, One Af- 
feRion,Unanimous, of One Communion, teſtify'd by 
giving the right hand one- to another, Gal. I. One 
Fellowſhip, the Exg/iſþ Bible calls it. 

$.21.To proceed then,in lieu of theſe great Criteria 
before-recounted, the Dividers have advanc'd two 
Notes, (poor two) of a Chriſtian Church; which 


they will have to be, Profeſſing the True Faith, and 


the Pure (forlooth) 1dminiſtration of the: Sacraments. 
Now, - whereas Cardinal Bellarmine: hath expos'd 
theſe Notes ſufficiently, by re-minding us that every 
Diviſion claims them : Anſwer is made, they cannot 
help That; as if he ſhould ſay, That ought ſo tobe. 
« For we do. not deſire, (faith the Diſcourſer,)) to 
« confine the Notes of the Church to our own private 
« Communion, we are very glad if all the Churches of 
«* the. World be-as true Churches as our ſelves. And 
this let me tell him,. will be eaſily granted, ram, 
quam, One every whit as good as Another. In+the 
mean while it puts me in-mind of -a- paſſage in-Ter- 


tullian de praſcript- Pacem quoq;paſſim cur omnibus miſ-- 


cent: Nihil enim intere#h ills, licet diverſa traltantibus, 
dum ad unite. Veritatis expugnationem conſpirent, Text. 
de przſcript. cap, 16, 2 

d. 22, But, doth not I pray this Anſwer, ſuppoſe all 
Churches to be alike Pure, equally Carhotick, equally 
Apoſtolick? And that no allowance is to be made, if 
One Church bemore Tenactous than Another, of an 
Apoſtalich-Tradition, Doitrine, or Prattice ; which 
are-to. be receiv'd pari:piezate, and as zealouſly con- 


tended for, x.Cor, N..2,. as the Scriprare it ſelf? Time. 


was, 
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was, when the Church of Exgland, (not without 
cauſe,) would not Communicate with every creeping 


v3 


, y ” 


Pretender, fince She ſaw that They wanted Apoſto+ 


» 


lick Prelacy, Antient Liturgy, Primitive Ceremonies}! 


and Habits; add, She own'd the Four firft Genera? 


Councils, Confirmation, Canonical Hours, Conſecration' 


of Charches, pretended to ſome Confeſſion and Abſe- 


lution; In fine, ſo Apoſtolick, that She claim'd that 
Name, and vapour'd as if She were the only Bulwark 


againſt Popery; intimating, that the* Reformation 


could-not juſtifie theſe defetts, which to: Her could- 
not be imputed. - And doth She degrade Her ſelf fo 


low, ſtrip Her felt of all theſe Ornaments, that She 
may be ſecure-in a Diſguiſe, and mix Her ſelf with 
thoſe who: renounc'd Her, and Her Communion as 
Anti-Chriſtian, &c? You fee'what we muſt do, when 
put to a ſhift ; but here the paſſage of. Ter:u{ian you 
{ee, is a ſhrewd remark. - 

$. 23. Yea,. but are not True Faith and Tye S4- 
craments Eſſential to the Church, and What more is 
neceſſary :- We have prevented this Objedion- by in- 
ferring the contrary, - "Tis Eſſential, therefore *tis 
no Note of diſcovery; For the-Qneſtion ts, Which 
the True Church? - And the Anfwer is, That,which hath 
the Eſſence of « True Church. Areyou fatisfy'd ? No : 
How ſhall Iknow- half this Eſſence, Trae Faith, &c. 
We muſt either ſay, by the conſent! with' Scripture, 
or conſent with the Primitive Church, and then we 


fhall ſtumble upon the Cardinals Vores, or ſomewhat- 


like it. We ſay again,. there is ſomething elſe ne- 
cellary, and that is Unzty with all the reſt of 'the Tye 
Churches throughoutthe World, No more, nor no leſs; 
for our Lord came toPplant Faith with Charity, Grace 

- with 
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with Peace, and there is no- Bezxedidion without 
Both ;, and with all our Faith, without Charity we are 
no Body ; Hence St. Arſtiz tells us,- that ſound 
Faith and: Sacraments will not ſerve our turn, if we 
have not Communion with the Cherch. And St. 
Cyprian before him, Schiſma non faciendum etiamſs 
in una fide & eadem traditione permanet qui recedit 
Teſtim. ad Quirin. lib. 3. 

$. 24, And here, as 'tis fitly urg'd, that theſe can- 
not be the Notes of the Church, becaule all Sei#s of 
Chriſtians think themſelves to have True Faith and 
Sacraments; "Tis Anſwer'd, © Whatſoever they may 
* think, if their Faith be not true, They are not true 
* Churches, As a Purchaſe ina bad Title, which a 
« Man thinks a good One, is not a good Eſtate, but 
a Purchaſe upon a Title, which is not only thought ſo, 
but 5 4 good One, That makes a good Eſtate : "This is 
the ſame Errour again; For a good Title, I hope, 
is Eſſential, 'tis no Note of a good Eſtate : "The Note 
is that which leads me to the diſcovery of a good 
Title, if the Party'hath a good report, is known, &C. 
If the Land be not. pre-engagd ; It free from all in- 
cumbrances ; If there be no flaw in the Demiſe. If 
the Faith agrees with the Primitive, with the Scrip» 
ture, or Univerſal Tradition expounding It, as Liri- 
#enſis has Tt,. if It hath prevaild againſt a contrary 
Hereſy; Thele are the Tefts of a True Faith ; and 


Thele Demonſtrate the generous Profeſſors of Chri- - 


ftianity, &C- 
$. 25, Letus go on then, that the Note of any 
thing, muſt be more known than the thing it ſelf, 1s 
granted. Then faith the Cardinal, Which is.the true 
Church comes ſoqxer into notice than that which is the 
true 


of the Notes of the Church," ec. 
true Faith. This being deny'd, we prove it thus: If 
the Church be the PILLAR of Truth rais'd up aloft, 
that it may be conſpicuous to all Men, it muft be 
more manifeſt than the Truth : Like John the Baptiſt, 
It bears witneſs to Chriſt, that all Men through Her 
may Believe. Nay, we Demonſtrate it, the Fruits 
of the Spirit, the Graces, are more known than the 
Spirit it ſelf ; the outward Profeſſion of Faith, more 
than the inward Perſwaſion ; the Concrete more 
than the Abſtrat; the Believer than the Belief. Now 
who are they who profeſs and praftice Good Works ? 
Who are they who bring forth Fruits, and they viſt- 
ble? The Diſciples, the Church; Faith illuminates 
the Soul, but Shines before 'Men, by Good Works ; 
Good Works 1 fay, which being © obſerv*d by 'Men, as 
our Saviour faith, Mat. V. 16. make them glorifie 
our Father which is in Heaves ; force them” to give 
Teſtimony to the Faith which the Church profeſſes 
by the Heavenlineſs of the Praftife : Ay, this is a 


pure Faith jndeed, fay they; This Dot#rine muſt needs * 


come from Heaven ; The plain reaſon therefore, why 
our Diſc, denies this Truth, is Null, Becauſe, faith he, 
the True Church cannot be known without knowing the 
True Faith.'' Nay, be foes it may be known by the 
Profefion, the Pars Externa, as the Cardinal hath 
it, Can't a Man know the 'T7ue Faith but by reading 
of all Bellarmine over ? All Chamier? All the Scrip- 


' Twres in the Original Languages! Yes, yes, Chrift 


you know here tells us we mav, and His Apoftles 
teftus we may, v4z. by the Divine Graces which at- 
tends Tt: For if all Propheſie, (Preach the Word) faith 
the Apoſtle and there come ju an Lafidel, or Unlearn'd, 
He is -convincd, The Secrets of his very Heart being 

ade 
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made annyof, be Worſhips God upon his Face, and re- 
ports to all the World ;hatGod is in theChriſtianChurch 
without. Queſtion. 1 Cor. XIV..25, Here, though the 
Diſconrſer's Ney,may be (almoſt)as good as Cardinal 
Bellarmine's, Nea; yet I ſoberly. ask him Does no 
Body but Belarmine teach Us, that the Church is 
more known than the Fazth? And, that therefore 
we are to Learn in matters of Controverſy from the 
Church ; He had done. fairly if he had takeo notice of 
Ireneus, and Tertsllian's Teſtimagies.quoted for this 
great purpoſe, and that ſeeing he. had no cuitomary 
ſlight tor thoſe Antients, that they 'were late . Authors 
forſooth, not of the firſt 400 or 300 years, whereby 
they give usto underſtand Gmetinechas they regard 
ſuch Teſtimonies as well; as any ; * But we: lee, at 
preſent ,'tisgnot ſo. +, --, ack al 
$. 26,, Weare not .1gnorant..of the NiſtinQion of 
Aliud notius nobis, & Aliud Natura, and. True 
Faith being a. Conſtituent. of, or Eflgngial to. the 


Ems Bus we 


would not. have theſe Methods cgafo 
Faith be Eſſential, 'tis the leſs known 40 us.for that 
very reaſon; becauſe the firſt Conſtituents of a Com- 
pound are laſt known, except to the- Maker... "Tis 
more manifeſt to us, that we arg Fleſh, and Biged, 
though:Ged knows. that we are Duſt and. ut 
the Diſcourſer by abetting one of theſe. Methods, 
would- diſcard .the other ;_ the more plain, for the 
Obſcure. | " 

-  $, 27. Tis nat true therefore, ta ſay, that we can» 
notknow-the True Church without knowrpg the True 
Faith. As if I ſhould ſay, I cannot 'know which is 
the Houſe unleſs I ſee the Foundation, (the next way 

F to 
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of the Notes of the Church, &c, 


to over-turn it,) we have hinted that tierce is 2 Ye. 
thod of knowing the Church by the 7raue Fa1th ; But 
this concerns not our Queſtion of che /Vozes of the 
Church, which proceeds only from Extrinſecal Signs 
or Marks, and infers the Concluftion. TJ he other 
Method, not One in Ten Thouſaad is capable of. 
$. 28. Toproceed, the Cardinal here had otf-r*d 
to us that we cannot know which is the Scripture, or 
what is the Sence of It without the Church, and 
therefore in due Method we muſt ken the Church 
firſt, The T:iſcomrſer begins to arſwer honeſtly, 
«© That at this diſtance of 1600 years, we cannot have 
* the Scriprare but by un-interrupted Tradition of a 
* company of Men who call themſelves the Church, 
* but in this caſe are not conſider'd as ſuch. He 
grants then an un-interrupted Tradition of Men ; 
which Tradition muſt be, (I think he means, tho? 
he ſpeaks not out,) Infalzble, as it bears witnels to 
the quality of the Book, if not the Writer. But to 
let that alone, how loath are Men to own the Church! 
For theſe Company of Men fo atteſting, were 
Chriftians, not Vagrants, or Idle Praters of ſtrange 
News in ridiculous Stories, but were agreed in the 
atteſtation of ſuch a Divine Volume, not only as a 
Book, but as a Reale, as an Oracle, &c. fo 'tis the 
Church (ingly and joyatly atteſts this, though It mult 
not be ownd. For to tell us we cannot know the 
Church but by the Scriptare, 1s to tell that we cannot 
know a piece of Gold, without a pair of Scales; or 
that a Child cannot know his Father till he comes ts 
read Philoſophy, and underſtand the Secrets of Gepe- 


ration. 


C d. 29. 
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d. 29. But mark we now, that we cannot poſſibly 
know the Senſe of Scripture without the Church, 1s 
plainly and flatly deny d ; for every Honeſt and Dili- 
gent Reader, (faith our Antagoniſt,) k-ows the ſenſe 
in all things neceſſary to Salvation. This is the laſt 
refuge of Anti-Chnurch-Men ; un worthy though it be, 
(for why ſhould not I ſpeak out ?) of Chriſtians and 
Scholars. For did not St. Peter write to Honeſt and 
Diligent Readers,when he warns them of wreſting ſome 

laces in St. Paul, to their own deſtruttion, as others 
allo did. And did not St. James write to Honeſt 
and Diligent Readers of St. Paul's Fpiſtles, leaſt they 
ſhould wreſt his Dof#rine of Juſtification to their 
Ruine ? What Articles more neceſſary to Salvation, 
than the Divinity of the Sox of God?" Firſt, and Se- 
condly, the Neceſſity of Good Works ? Are theſe 
plainly ſet down in Holy Scripture, that to too 
mary Proteſtants ſeem more often contradiCted, 
than atteſted ? Is there no neceſſity of knowing the 
diſtin&tion of Sins Mortal,and leſs Mortal, with rheir 
diſtin Expiations? I Appeal to the Primitive 
Church, and their Penitentials. And what Diltgent and 
Honeſt Readers find themſelves oblig'd by the Text 
to-keep the Lords-day ? What ? not one Honeſt and 
Diligent Presbyterian Reader found in the World to 
be oblig'd to the uſe of the Lords Prayer ? Perhaps 
theſe are not neceſſary to Salvation. From al blind- 

neſs of Heart, good Lord deliver us. 
 & Zo. Beſides that it is notorious what He in- 
tends by Purity of Sacraments, Nakednelſs, Rudeneſs, 
want of Solemnity, without any outward Teſtimo- 
nies of Regard or Devotion ; without the Holy Sign 
of the Croſs, when St. Au#ir is known not only to 
Witneſs 
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Witnels for his time, but to profeſs that notliing- of 
this Nature 1s rightly perform'd ſine fjgro Crucs : 
and Reformed ( hurches el{ewhere, at leaſt, are without 
Adoration, without Habits, Linnen Veſts, ©c- though 
the Light of Nature teaches us, (in neglect of which 
much of the Reformation conliſts,) that nothing can 
be perform'd Solemnly, but what is ſignify d by a 
Habit proper to the So/emnaity. But be there never {o 
much true Faith,or true Sacraments,there lies a quelti- 
on,as tothe Euchariſt,Communion,tor when the Apoſtle 
ſaith, We are all one Bread, Doth he not mean the 
whole Body ? What Communion can that be call'd, 
which only regards a Pariſh, Province, or Nation ? 
Will not 'That very Word riſe up againſt us? For can 
we mean Communion with our ſelves alone, con- 
tra-divided to our Fellow Members ? It the Apoſtle 
fays right, neither ſuch Faith, nor Sacraments, can 
Edife; for all Edification is to Uzity. x Cor, VIII. 1. 
Epheſ. TI. 12. 13. 15. 16. 
$.: 31, 1 willallow, that every Honeſt Reader may 
arrive to the underſtanding of that part of Scripture, 
which the Light of Nature ſuggeſts : That we muſt 
not Steal, Defraud, we muſt do as we would be done 
by ; But 'tis the Kevelation-part, the My#erious part, 
which is properly call'd the Holy Scripture, which is 
not fo per{picuous. From hence ariſe Hereſies, about 
the Trinity, the ewitgans, the Natures and Perſayof 
Chriſt, Arins violates the One, and ventures Blaſ- 
violate the Other ; 
and though leſs blameable thatfArius, ſcape not. the 
Anathema. Now to ſay the Scripture is. plain to eyc- 
Honeſt private Reader in thefe Arcana, is to deny 
and caflateall C ——_— make Oecumenical Coun- 
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cils ridiculous, run down all Syzods and Conwocations 
that ever were, or ſhall be. Hence you ſee 'tis good 
Council which Ireneus gives, with Tertallian, and St. 
Auguſtine, That we muſt have recourſe to the Church- 
Catholick, or Particular, agreeing with the Catholick ; 
andall the reafon in the World, ForT can never be 
perfwaded that any private Man ſhould underſtand 
an Epiſtle of St. Paul better than the Church, to 
which it was Written. How unworthy is it to 
Opine the contrary ? By which we gain this' point, 
at leaſt,  whieh it may be is as. much as our Lives are 
worth,—— That the Chnrch of Rome underſtands 
the Epiſtle of St. Paul ſent to Her, and by -conſe- 
quence the Article of Juſtification, whether by; Faith 
alone, or Works, better than all the .Zay:Readers of 
the Reformatton. | ; thyoar | wo 

$. 32. But we are never the nearer ſtill: ,why ? 
What is the matter? What? Hear Heavens ! and 
give ear O Farth! We muſt Enquire whether there 
be'a Trze Chnrth, or not ;- The Cardinal takes it for 
granted that there is a'Charch : But our Wiſer 'Diſ* 
courſer won't take it for granted ; but deſires thoſe 
Note-makers to give him ſome Nores to prove that 
there is'a Church. It ſeems, we {upeſe, what we 
ſhould prove, He purs us'to a wonderful Nox-plas. 
By his fave; tis Self-evident that -there is &:Church. 
Tis ſelf-evident That there is a Sun in the Firmament, 
(as St, Auguſtine hath it,) or elſe the Heathens. could 
never ſee it; I mean the Church, and that ſeen, - as 'tis 
manifeſt they fee it,from Experience Holy Scripture, 


fic luceat libs veftra, before whom? coram bominibus, 


before Jews" and Gentiles; All the World, Mat. V. 


But this'Man does that, which our Javjorr _ js 
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Body does, but He, claps the Candle under a Buſhel, 
and then bids us prove a Light in the Room, © $6 
he has mark'd 'the Church with blind Impertinent 
Notes, 10 be-mifted his Readers Eyes, He' faith, We 
muſt prove that there is a Church. Would not a Few 
think he dealt with a Mad-man, that bids him prove 
there is a Synagogue? I would have no body fo fond 
of Errour, as to turn Sceprique, rather than forſake it. 
What do all the Oratortes, Chappels, Croſſes in Chri- 
ftendom lignifie ? Do they not proclaim , that T. 
who built them, beliew'd in a Crucify d God? And 14s 
not this Church conſiderable in the World ? And al- 
Ways Was. 
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$. 33- He tells us, *Of the very Foundation of pag, 2. 


© Popery # #ndefmin'd, if we admit of a Scripture- proof 


© of our Church : For then we muſt allow, that we can 
© know,and underſtand the Scriptures without the Church. 
When as nothing is more eaflie and familiar, ( but 
that men loveto-betroubleſome to their Friends )theo, 
that the Scriptures muſt be known by the Church; 
and the' Church may be known (beſides its own; Evi- 
dence) by the Scriptures.- So St. Peter exhorts the 


Wife to good Converſation, that ſhe may thereby Pct- 3: :-. 


win her Husband to Chriſtianity, even. without the 
Word, without the Holy Scripture : Implying, that 
a man may be brought over /to Chriſtianity, both 
ways, by the Church, and by the Scripture. 


» 34. © But the Church muft have Divine Inſtity» Vage 14. 


ton. Soithath, * And this Divine Inſtitution wnſt be 
= by Scriptures : [I rue, in its proper method, 5. e- 
When you know the Scriptures are ſuch... But others 
wiſe, who dares deny, but the Divigs Inſtitution of 
the Church may be known by ons of our Notes ?. Be- 


ſides: 
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ſides the Glory of Miracles, the Charity, the Devo- 
tion, the Humility, the Self-denyal, the contempt 
of the Gawdry of this World, vifible in the Church, 
and its Mozaſteries, &C. 

d. 35. But what a Company of Blunderers the Catho- 
licks are, appears further, that They give us Notes to 
find out the True Catholick Church, before we know 
what the particular Church is; for all Bellarmin's 
Notes are iztended only for the Catholick Church. 
Wherexs the Catholick Church, is nothing elſe, but 
all true Chriſtian Churches i» the World, united by 
our common Faith and Worſhip, and ſuch Atts of Com- 
munion as Diſtinct Churches are capable of, and ob- 
lids 'd to, &C. | pcs 0 

d. 36. He forces - us to Repetitions, which for 
Truths ſake we are willing to. Catholick, we. have 
ſaid, ſignifies Univerſal, not confin'd, as the Fewiſb 
Church was ; but common to all Nations, Fews and 
Gentiles, according to the Commiſſion ot our Sa- 
viour, Go and Teach all Nations, &c. This, we read 
was firſt executed at [Antioch ; where the Diſciples, 
the Greeks as well as Jews, were calld Chriſtians, 
Ais 11. Chriſtian being the Name, whether he were 
Tew or Gentile. 1.9 

d. 37. As Univerſal as the Church came to be at 
laſt, acccording to Gods Decree, and the Commiſſion 
of our Lord, yet this Univerſality was Founded on, 
and Maintain'd by UVzity ; ſo that the Church which 
was divided in reſpeC of Place, was entire and un- 
divided in DoQrine and Fellowſhip, as your Bibke 
calls it, z.e. in DoGrine and Communion, As 17. 
42. This is fo manifeſt, that our Diſconrſer, now, 
can afford us a word of Unityand Communion. Uni- 

u, 


nr =o Ry Ry Py NEnY 


k LMAL WA. a @#t.ci©ca: 


of the Notes of the Church, &c. 


ty I fay, in Faith and Worſhip, and Communion in 
uch Ats as diſtin Churches are capable of, and 
oblidg'd unto. I» which reſpect (ſays he) all the Chri- 
ftian Churches of the World, are, in ſome Senſe, of the 
ſame Communion. Whick 1s perfeCt dawbing, cover- 
ins of Scandalous Breaches with untemper'd Mortar. 
In ſome $'nſe, (quoth he) Let usnot play with Holy 
Things. Can there be any Church-communion be- 
tween It, and the Excommunicate ? The Chriſtian 
Churches Excommunicate one the other, and Revoke 
it not. So ſtrifta tye there is, ſo great the Unity of 
Chriſt's undoubted Church ; The Faith muſt be kept 
entire, the whole Depoſitum ; all the Articles of the 
Chriſtian Faith. So that if any one, come with any 
other Doctrine then what the Church hath receiv'd ; 
(by Tradition, that 1s) Not the Treat Council only, 
but the Apoſtle ſaith, again and again, he ſhall be 
Anathema, Gal. 1. 8,9. So that in no Sexſe is there 
Communion between St. Paul and Hymen: us, between 
St. John and Diotrephes; He, who walks between 
the VII. Golden Candleſticks, and the Nicolaitans, 
Apoc. 2. They are none of his Members, he hates 
them. Can agreement in ſome few Articles make 
up the Unity of Faith ? Hymeneus and Philetus de- 
ny'd but one, laying, The Reſurreition was paſt, and 
they were aeliver'd to Satan. The Galatians, who 
St. Paul juſtly reprchends, deny'd none, none of the 
Apoſtles Creed ; and yet Chriit ſhall profit them nothing. 
Your ſome Senſe will not ſerve the turn; for ſo a 
Jew and a Twrk Communicate with a Chriſtiar : 
But in a Goſpel Sznſe there is no Communion be- 
tween Chriſt and Anti-Chriſt: Lay the terms on 

what ſide you pleale. 
C 38. 
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$. 38. The D#courſer preſumes, t'at the Name 
Catholick-ſignifies nothing but Univerſal, 5.-e, The 


Paiverlal Aggregate of all Churches, though ar 


Daggers drawing. "The Name Carholick, in a {econ- 
dary ſenſe ,(as 'tis not unknown that ſeveral words 
have their. Primary., and Secondary {ignifications, ) 
ſignifies Anti-Heretical, Sound, Orthodox ; which I 
demonſtrate thus: Univer/ality of the Church is 


founded upon Unity ; the Church therefore which is 


at Vzity with it {elf in Do@rize and Diſc line, muſt 
be Right, if ever it was Rigit : As at firlt, I hope, all 
was 2s it ſhould be. - So that the Queltion lyes thus, 
Which is Catholick? i. e. Which is the True Church, 
as contra-diſtinguiſh'd to all Innovators ? For the 
Church, though by degrees , it ſpread into all parts, 
yet the Unity wasftill entire. Catholick then may be, 
yea is, the Note of the True Church, as Univerſal, as 
Orthodox : Nor was any mano Senſelels to offer any 
Notes to find out the ColleQtive Body of all Churches, 


(ſo call'd) but Which one amongft them all is to be 


truſted ? 

$. 39. To what he faith, © That 'tis impoſſible to 
* know what the Catholick Church #, before we know 
© what a particular Church is, as tis to know what the 
Sea is, before we know what Water is: We ay, that 
ſingular Churches, 'tis true, come under notice before 


your Univerſal : This is confeſs'd, if it be rightly ap- 


prehended ; for Unity precedes Number. So one 
Faith was firſt planted at Jer»/alem, proper to the 
Circumciſion, which made the Mother Charch, as we 
call it; While ſomewhat after, the Faith ſpread its 
Branches amongſt the Gentiles , where it got the 
Name of Catholick in the Literal Senſe, and in pu 

cels 
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ceſs of time, further and further. - Loy here, -a parti- 
cular Church at firſt, after proves more" Univerſe. 
But muſt I therefore know all the patticular Churches 
before I know the Carholick? Nay, for 'the Carbolick 
is not a Colleftive Body ' of all-particulars whatfo- 
ever, but only of thoſe (which ordindtily'is'the Me 
jor part,) who hold faft the firſt DoQrine, and keep 
the Unity at firſt committed to them. So the Ocean, 
and the Catholick Church reſemble one another pretty 
well : Foras there is but one Ocean, fo but one Ca 
tholick Church ; which according to ſeveral Countries, 
takes its Denomination , of' Britiſh, German, 8&<. 
And I ftick not to grant, that we muſt firſt know 
the particular here, before the Univerſal : With this 
Proviſee, that it cannot be call'd the Britiſh -or Gey- 
man Ocean truly; unleſs it Communicates" with' the 
whole; 'not with Ponds and Puddtes , Waters that 
have no Life in them ; the Ocean being no aggregate, 
of all that is calld Waters, but only of ſuch as Ebb 
and Flow with 77. = 

$. 40. It ſeems Bellarmine's Notes are not wholl 
R neither ; © For ſo far as they belong to every 
* particular Church, ſo far we allow them, (faith he) 
© and claim them as much as Rome hey ſelf. But this 
is not to be eaſily admitted, becauſe he is not ſo fond 
of the firſt Note as to leave all at prefent,and'leap into 
kept St. Aus 
»ſtine to the Church,the Name of Catholick. Which 
Title doth not well-agree toany Church,unleſs it con- 
ſiſt of Orthodox Principles, ſuch as have'been uni- 
verfally 'maintain'd , and: believ'd throughout the 
World, which is a Note of the Tree Religion, by 

St. Payl hamfelf, 1 Tim. 3. 16. -- | 
D d. 41, 
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Page 16. * &, 41. The conſent in Do&rize with the Antient 
and Apoſtolick Church is ſo much claim'd ; That the 
Diſcourſer lays, They will ſtand, and fall by it. Nay, 
but the "Article of Fuſtification 1s too foul ; the Learn'd - 
and Pious are ſick of 'it, and wiſh it were a Nop- | 
Scriptum. - Beſide that, tis dangerous,- apt to Lull us ' 
in a ſecure Careleſs Life, upon a Faith that wilk not 
bear the Touch-ſtone ; for which we appeal to the | 
Text ; the Context I ſay, of the Epiftle to the Ro- | 
mans, Galatians, &c,; And the Diſconrſer knows the | 
buſineſs is done to eur hands. A main Pillar of Prs- | 
teſtantiſys (God. mend all /) falſeand ruinous, 

$. 42. Neither is the Doctrine of Repentance in all 
its parts, believ'd, or taught ſo fully, Fa home,. with 
ſuch inſurance, as the'Catholick Church hath taught | 
it. There's another Spirit in a Carholick Penitent, | 
then is found in theſe our days : - More to be. done, - 
more to be ſuffer'd , if perhaps we may obtain re- 
miſſion of our crying Sins. Oh, Secure Faith , good 
Works, Repentance after Sin committed, whatever 
you do, if you pretend -to be a found part -of the 
Church of Chriſt, "Tf Confeſſion and Penance be re- 
ftor'd, (faith a Friend) all Reformation is noiſe. - 1 
add only, where the Concurrent DoQtrine of the Fa- 
thers is cenſur'd, and the Herefies of FJowinian and | 
Vigilantins are embrac'd , what conſent can we boaſt | 
of with Antiquity ? Nay, one thing I muſt not omit, | 
and I will appeal to the Learned, whether the Catho- 
Lek Church were tender of Hereſy ? Or whether they 
accounted not Jchi/zz {o grand Sacriledge, that a ſtrict | 
Life, and Martyrdom to boot, could not expiate it ? | 
And if fo, I ask, whether the Reform'd Churches have 
any ſuch conſent in ſo great a point. 


d..43; 
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nt $. 43. The SanQtity of Doctrine is a: Note of kin Page 16. 

he | to this, and alike claim'd by the Advocates of the 

Y, | Reformation; but would .1. could - fee. it. I' can 

'd | hear our Country upbraided with.-Licentiouſneſs, 

= | and want of Diſcipline, being Strangers:to a Re- 

us | colle&t or Mortify'd Life ; and this ſo Univerſal, that 

ot | ifany one ſhall by Gods Holy Inſpiration labour 

he | after: Holineſs with Reading; Meditating, Mourn- 

o- , ing, Watching, Praying ; Faſting, if -actording to 

he | rhe Church, he ſhall be ceaſur'd .for Merit , Super: 

-6- | ftition, a Monkiſh Diſpoſition : If 'otherwiſe , he 
ſhall 'be concluded . a Phantaſtick, and yet ſuſpeCted 

all of being Genuine Son of the Reform'd Church :. When 

th as ſuch Dottrines as theſe prepare the: way! of the 

ht | Lord, at leaſt if. St; Jdy Baptilt did his Errand right- 

vt, | Here.l.urge not the:Naked Practice of the Monar 

Ie, ſteries of Great St. Baſil, S. Auſtin, and the renown+ 

'e- edB. Benedidt : Ipropole Canonical Scripture to ſhew 

od you, that the Scripture, and''the Charch are Cater: 

er Coufins, 'That you may give your ſelves to Faſting and 

he Prayer, 4 Cor. 3. 5. That yonr.Conjugal Co-habitation 

t ſhall ceaſe for that purpoſe, Ibid. That you ſhall Mourn, 

I | $. Matthew cap. 5. And expreſs your dejetted Spirit 

a= whentime' ſerves, by Sack=cloth and Aſhes, That you 

id | ſpall: frequent the Prayer of the Temple night and. day ; 

ſt | 2hat you ſhall at Mid-night riſe to. your Noturns, in the 

it, | Pſalms. That ina Ts of Humiliation you ſhall not 

0- | ſtick to put your ſelf to the hardjhip of going Barefoot be- ' Kings 

y fore the Lord; That you ſhall keep your .Vow of Holy © + 

&t | Virginity, or Widow hood-;,, That you ſhall waſh the 

? | Juints feet, that you ſball lodge Strangers : Oh !.the 

7e | Fame of the Monaſteries of England on that account ! 
Where is this Catholick Spirit to be found on this 

3+ | D 2 ſide 
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fide the Water ?. Or, . are theſe Notes of Superſtition 
only ? Let King David, let. S. Paul, let our Lord 
himſelf be taken to:Task. Theſe are the. Notes of 
the Chaxch, .or referrible thereto,  which-to this day 
zo call oyer the Wanderer into the right way, 
T. refers the way of. the Lord, and make his Paths 


ſtraight. | 
6. 44. I ought not perhaps. to ſpeak fo particular 
to. theſe —_ , leaſt 1 ſhonld-untregch upon abler 
ens, 1 ſhall therefore:return-glance. for.glance, to 
the reſt, — The Efficacy of: DoF#rine y\ and the Ho- 
© linefs of the Lives. of the. Fathers; are Teſtimonies 
* of their Religion, (he lays,) Not the Church—— But 
for the firſt, the. Efficacy .of ,DoQtrine,. methinks. It 
ſhould bear Teſtimony. to.the Church alfo,.jt.it.be 
true, that there. are. more, Canverted to the Catholick 
Charch, than Apoſtatize from it;-And if it be true alſo, 
that the Roman Catholicks do' Convert more to the 
Chriftian Faith, than any.other font. of :Chriftians'; 
This follows npdenpabiy; Vier they, believe Ow 
mi und to.ſpread the Chrilian Religion than 
= 3 The Phariſees.com Sos and Londtd 
make a: Proſelyte, prov'd them to. be the beſt, and 
moſt Zealous of all the Feweſh Party ; Nor-gdoth. our 
Sayiours Woe to that Zeal precilly cagfiderid,+antends 
the contrary. The HÞlineſs of the, Lives ofthe firlt 
Chriſtians, gives. Teſtimony only to; thoſe Churches, 
who imitate them ; concerning which we. have 
hinted before. The like we fſay- of the Glory, of 
Miracles : Let no man be ſo: befotted, as ito think 
that all Miracles of a later. date, axe Deluſions, - The 
Spurit,of Prophecy allo belongsto;the Church; . unleſs 
we find that all the True Churches in the Circle pre- 
tend to it, which cannot be done, 6.45. 
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$. 45. The 13, 14, 15, Notes, He doubts will 
prove none, Becauſe not always true, and at beſt un- 
certain. He' means the Confeſſion of the Adver- 
ſaries 3 anhappy Exit: of the Enemies of the Charch ; 
and Proſperity of the fame Church. But 'the Con- 
feffion of the Adverfaries will: carry'a Cauſe in our 
Temporal Courts. Temporal Felicity will Evidence 
theChirch, as Job's later Eftate did evidence his be- 
ing in Favourwith God. ' And for the middle Noe, 
Count Feokely may be a 'Witneſs, who ſides. with 


If4ets againſt the Church, and is accordingly Blaſt. 


- $:446. 'By degrees'the D;ſcoarſer will rid himfelfof 
all the importunity'of the troubleſome Mores of the 
Churth; For long continuance, and the extent, or ampli- 
tidejare'not Notes of a'C harch 
to." "Is there ſach oppoſition then' between'a Vote, 
anda Promiſe * "The Diſcourfer conſiders nothitig 
how he ay —_———_ but how he may refiſt it. 
Here the' cloſe of: | 
mitid;” : 14 wy Nan, faith our Lord, my Church ſhall 
6xfþ ont Devils; ſhelf Secb wirhnew Tongues, ſhall take 
up Serpents, and-if they' have drank any deadly thi 
it ſhall not hurt them ; They ſhall lay Hands on the Sick: 
Are not theſe Promiſes of Chriſt? And are they not 
Marks of th&Chirrh? and'given forſuch 7 Mark. 16, 
20.4On this Principle there's ſcarce: a Notre of the 
Church left;” not Catholick,' for God hath promig'd it 
to be Univerſal, over and over, P/al. 2. And'not Suc- 
ceſſion, not Holineſs of Dottrine, not Miracles, not 
the Signal Hand of God upon' the Enemies of' the 


Croſs; for alltheſeare Promiſes. No, not the Puti- 


ty of 'Faith, and Adminiſtration of Sacraments, their 
ewn Notes, which yet they muſt own to' be Pro- 


miſes.. 


but Gods Promiſes made 


19 


St. Mark's Goſpel comes: into* my Page 17. 
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miſes. A Promiſe perform'd, is the greateſt Note 
that can be defir'd ; except you would have God cry 
aloud, This is my Beloved Charch in whom 1 am well 
pleaſed : As he did. for the ever-Bleſſed 'Jeſus , the 
only, Head of his own Church. 1. 7 . .- + 

Q.,47. Yea, but.a Long Duration. cax never be a 
Note. #1! the day of Fudgement..,(A fine time to chooſe 
our Religion in the mean while) —— For a bare long 
* continuance.is no Mark of a True Church, +— Not to 
thoſe who have no kindneſs for a Church, are igno- 
rantrof it ,' do not weigh it meekly;-and tenderly, 
witbout the bitter root of Prejudice and Infidelity, 
But what think you of a long Duration that is likely 
to.continue, not a bare Duration, but a ſtout vi- 
gotous Duration, againſt ſo many Potent. Enemies, 
as Jews, Infidels.,, Hereticks ; So a Belieg d Town, 
Supplies being brought, (which will not be wanting 


to Chriſt's Church) may. hold out ever. Will not this j 


amount to a Note ? S. Hierome and S. Auſtin fooliſh- 
ly thought the contrary. We muſt abide, faith the 
one, #n that Church, which being founded by the Apoſtles, 
continues to:this day. And the other, © Shall we doubt, 
* (faith he) to ye in the lap of that . Church, which hath 
© ofpairn d the height 1, Authority all along (to this day) 
© by a Succeſſion of Biſhops from the Apoitolick See ; not- 
© withſtnnding that Hereticks have bark d and: hawl d 
£ (do ye hear St. Auſtin?) round about it to no purpoſe ? 
S. Hierom , contr. Lucif. Dial. extremo, S. Aug. de 
util. credends, cap. 17. Take this into the bargain, that 
our Saviour ſuppoſes his Preſence to be Viſible, and 
Obſervable all along ; Ecce wvobiſcum ſum, And Lo ! 
T am with you always ! With the Miniſtry of, Preaching 
and Baptizing. £o ! Mark if it be not ſo.  There- 


fore 
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fore let our Adverſary keep his Apoſtatical Church he 


ſpeaks of to himſelf; for we ſpeak not of a bare long 
continuance, by Gods long Suttering only; but by his 
own Confeſſion, ſuch a long continuance as hath a 
Promiſe t0 it. And Lo! it hath laſted ({ays Bellarmine,) 
till 1577. And Lo! again, it hath laſted now ahove 
100 years further ; almoſt 19700 years, all which 
Age the Church by all mens Confeſſion is old, and 
goes on its laſt Legs. This for the Firſt, 

d. 48. Now the other,. Amplitude and Extent, He 


tells us, © Were not to diſtinguiſh one Church from ano+: 


© ther, that the mix d numerous Church ſhould be the 
* Trueſt ," but to diftingnilh the Chriitian Church 
*from all other Religions; and ſo he doubts the Pro- 
* phecy is not juſtly accompliſh d yet : Becauſe all the 
Chriſtian Churches in the World bear but 4 ſmall: pro- 
* portion to.the reſt of the World. Hence, accord- 
ing to him, Amplitude is neither Mark of the Church, 
nor of Chriſtianity. And 'tis no Argument for him to 
perſwade a poor Jew or Heathen to become Chriſtian. 
For ham ; [ut I hope that this may bea Note both 
of the Church, and Chriſtianity too, not fufficient of it 
ſelf, for the Inference ; but like the Link of a'Chain, 
to do its part, with the afſiſtance of the reſt : Not 
that the Chri/tians muſt be the Major part of Man- 
kind ; For who knows whether, when it is faid,. 
That the Goſpel muit be Preachd to the whole World, 
It is intended -in the ſtrict Geographical Senſe ?' And 
yet again if it had pleas'd God , whoſe Judgements 
are 1n the deep, that Chri#ianity had held its ground 


! whereloever it took footing, as in Izdia, by the 
g Preaching of St. Thomas; in Scythia, by St. Andrew, 


the Map of Chriſtianity might have been almoſt Uni- 
verſa] 


z» 
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[verſal as the World then known. Let'God alone, 
he will do nothing but right, He will be juſtify'd in his 


: dealings, ſays the Pſalm. Yet that it may be a Note of 


the Chursh, is evident, becauſe the Catholick Church is 
Regularly of a greater extent than the pretended Re. 
form'a, and if not more then all the Chriſtian Churches 
{ct in oppoſition, yet morethan any one, or two, or 
more of rhem. In a Word , he that ſhall conſider 
the Religions, or the SeiFs that are now in the 
World, will obſerve, that the Fews excepted, which 
are ſcatter'd over the World by Gods == Judgement, 
All Heatheniſmand Hereſie is confin'd, in reipe& of 
the Catholick Church, which is unconfind : Exrope 
will not hold it; nor Aſs, nor Africa, nor is Ames» 
rica Without it. | "Sy 

$. 49- © The Succeſſion of Biſhops in the Church of 
Rome from the Apoſtles till now, is a Note of the Ro- 
man Church,He confeſſes ; But this is a Note,adds He, 
Common here to all true Churches, and therefore can do 
the Church of Rome xo ſervice. All true Churches | 
Then where is your Communion with Lather's or 
Calvin's Diſciples? They donot ſo muchas pretend to 
Succeſſion. For Succeſſion of DoQrine, pleaded without 
the Succeſſion of the Office, is a poor Plea, becaule it is 
taken up univerſally by all Diſſenters, (though never 
{o Scandalous) for none of them are ſo mad, as 
toſay they Coyn'd there Treaſure themſelves ; no, 
they had it from the Apoſtolick Mint ; or as ſome 
have done ſince Him in the Revelation 3 they lay, 
They are Apoſtles themſelves: For if the Dottrine 
may be Introduc'd without Succeſſion, 1t may be 
maintaind without Ordination ; and then what a 
fine Church is there? Now, this Note doth this 


{er- 
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ſervice to the particular Church of Rame, That all 
who Communicate with it,are Catholick,aud Apoſtolick; 
and upon this account, . the French, the African 
Biſhops of Old-time-have -reckon'd. up- the - Succefion 
of the Roman Church to juſtify themſelves, becauſe 
They were in the ſame Tye of Communion. 

$. 50.” And whereas:tis urgd, that the Greeks have 
their Succeſſion as well as the Romans : 'Tis Confels'd 
that this Norte of Succeſſion» concerns mainly Thoſe 
who can'produce None ; the Gentlemen of the Re- 
ligion of France and Germany : But for thoſe who can, 
be it the Greek, or our own Anglicane Church : *Tis 
the better for them, if they would do all things ſuit- 
able. In which regard, I could wiſh the Latter 
were as much Gatholick, as (however unhappy ſhe 
be in ſome Articles,) the Greek Cheorch. 

$. 51, But of all, the Seventh Note «& home to the 
purpoſe , ſaith the Diſcourſer.. © If that be only « 
© True Church which is United to the Biſhop of Rome as 
© its Head, there's no need of any more Notes. Againſt 
which he offers this, — * That 'tis like the Confidence 
© of a Jeſuit to make that a Note, which is the Chief of 
* the Diſpate. Very well. So Irenexs, lo St. Cyprian, 10 
St. Ambroſe, St. Hierom, Optatus, St. Auſtin are 
anſwer'd, for None of theſe can turn the Scale ; 
"Tis ſtill a matter of wilful Diſpute in the Church. 
But they of the Church of Zxg/and ſhould conſider, 
that not much-above 100 vears ago, they Commu- 
nicated with the Apoſtolick See, and whether we 
have grounds enough for ſuch a breach as we have 
made, ſo Wide, ſo Implacable, ſo Waſting, *Tis 
for the Leaders in the Fear of God to conſider. For 
to offer a little at Peace and Vanity; That which 

E makes 
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makes fuch Confounded Noiſe, the Cryes againſt 
Tran{ubſtantiation ; in the Management of it, ſhew 
more 11! Nature, than Love of Peace ; That bleſſed 
Peace which —_ left with His Charch, repeated to 
admirable purpoſe in the Caron of the Maſs, as if the 
Compilers were fenfible that there would be a de- 
| lorable difference there ; That Peace which Sup- 
ples, Mollifies all things in Order to Healing, nor 
tearing Wounds wider, and conjuring up falſe 1dea's 
which diftraCt Chriſtian People. Then for the uſe of 
{mages, the ſecond Commandment being rightly 
ſtated, common Senſe ſhall be Judge of this matter ; 
and for Addreſles to Saints, if Natural affei#ion, Com- 
munion of Saints, Miracles done at their Dormito» 
ries, and the Anthority of the greateſt Lights in the 
Church, will not allay the offence taken, what will ? 
God reſt my Soul with thoſe Pious Fathers of the 
Church, and grant that T may not condemn Their 

Religion. 
$. 52. There are bat three Notes behind, and then 
Our whole Body is routed. © The firſt is the Name 
©« Catholick, which it ſeems he reſerv'd till now. This 
* makes every Church Catholick, faith he, which will 
« call it ſelf ſo: So That Note is wipd out with a 
wet Finger. But I obſerve there are ſome Names 
Indelible, which Providence hath-order'd for its 
great Ends ; 1n particular, that we may {if our caſe 
be ſuch) returns from whence we are fallen, and Re- 
pent, and do our firſt Works, St. Paul we hear di- 
refts his Epiſtles to the Romans, 1.e. I hope the Ro- 
nan Catholicks, at which time the World, in the Apo» 
poſtles Phraſe, was in Communion with Her ; which 
mult be,if Her Faith was ſpoken of, if. She was admir'd 
through 
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throughout the whole World. Tis not without 
ſomething of God that ſhe keeps the Name till ; tho' 
Hereticks have try*d to put on that Name, but the 
Diadem would not fit Their Brow. 

The like is obſervd by ſome Names of the Feaſts, 
and other Rites of the Antient Church amongſt us, 
notwithſtanding the Abolition of the Tdo/atrows Maſs, 
the Afbes, the Shrifts of Penitents, the Maundy Veſ- 
pers; The Names of Chriſtmaſs, nevertheleſs and Cax- 
dlemaſs, Shrove-Sunday, Aſb-Weadneſday, Lent, Palm- 
Sunday, Proceſſion in Rogation-Week, Live in the 
publick Mouth of the Nation. To theſe ſome add We/t- 
minſter, Black-Fryers, Auftin- Fryers, which could not 
be waſh'd away, nor Pargetted over with any new 
Denomination, though endeavour'd, as in the Houſe 
of the Chartriews, whichwas ſince Named, but ob- 
taind not, Sutton's Hoſpital. 

$. 53. © What he adds of Three parts in Foay of all 
© the Churches in theWorld,if they ſhould be Degenerate, 
& and were in Communion, this would be the moſt Ca- 
tholick Communion, as it ſignifies Univerſal; but yet 
the remaining Forrth part would be the Church truly Ca- 
tholick, as That ſignifies the Orthodox Communion; This 
confirms us in the diſtinQtion of the word uſed before, 
and hurts us not ; For that caſe is yet to come for all 
his haſt; Noris it probable that God would ſpread 
ſucha Temptation and Stumbling-block before His 
own People: yet,if He ſhould, for examples {ake,have 
{uffer'd Lutheraniſm or Cranmeriſm to have ſpread to 
ſuch a meaſure, the pg/pableneſs of the ooh would 
have been ſecurity perhaps ſufficient, to keep all pru- 
dent Perſons where they were. 
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$. 54. The Diſcourſer having done, he ſums up 
all, repeating what he ſaid before, where I ſhall not 
follow him, how needful ſoever perhaps it may be ; 
only I may take notice of ſome wild Speeches he lets 
fly, while he is drawing to his Period. © Tis in 
© poſſible ſaith he, that all true Churches all the World 
over ſhould ever joyn in Any, (ure he means All) 
Viſible and External Atts of Communion. A fine pre- 
tence for an endleſs Diviſion ; as if That were im- 
poſſible which is aQtually perform'd, (to our Eternal 
{ſhame,) in the Jewiſh Synagogue, though diſpers'd 
now through -all parts of the World, We would 
not urge our Saviours Prayers, That we ſhould be all 
One, as He and His Father is One All, But this I 
fear istrue, that there are fewer Chriſtian Churches 
than we are aware of ; For where the Spirit of Chr;/t 
is, the Prince of Peace, there will be Labouring and 
Sighing after Peace. Hereticks ccrack of the Spirit, 
and they know not what it is ; Yea, but We who are 
of the Church of England, whoare acquainted with 
the Hymn Veni Creator, may know it, if we pleaſe. 
Even Szakes cut to pieces, (they ſay) will come to- 
gether, if there be life in them. Be ſure where 
there is Spiritual Life, there will be VUziox; For I have 
faid, and can prove it further, that All Edification 
tends to 'Unity ; However, ſuppoſe the worlt, that 
it's impoſſible. What then? 'The Divider muſt have 


a care'for all-that- Let ſo many Churches be divided, 
if you divide too, you are ina Wo Caſe. "Tis impoſh+ 


ble but that Diviſions ſhould come, but Wo to them 


through whom they come, fays our Saviour. 


6. 55. © That there.is but One true Church, . or but 
« One Church which is the Miſtreſs of all other 


* Churches, 
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& Churches, and the only Center of Catholick Unity, 


« ought to have been prov d before we think of the Notes 
« of the Church. Dilc. p. 20. That there is but One 
True Charch _ to be proved. (Credo unam San- 
Fam, doth, it ſeems, not prove it:) But if there were 
as many Churches as Provinces ; If they are True,they 
are Ore, as hath been explain'd : Nor ſtands it with 
the very Inſtitution of the Creed, to ſay, Thelieve ma- 
ny true Churches, no more than to ſay, T believe in 
many true Faiths ; For if they be True,ſay I,They are 
Oe, (Harp not therefore any more on that Jarring 
ſtring; ) And is the Miſtreſs of All other Churches. 
Miſtreſs, as-it may be conſtrued, is invidious: Say, 
the Mother rather, as the Church of Rome is acknow- 
ledg'd to be by all in Communion with Her. Yea, as 
the Learned King Fames IT. did not ſtick to own 
Her; and tous 12 £zglad 'tis palt denial, our Mo- 
ther, and our Nurſe too. For 'tis Her Authority that 
keeps up 1n Exg/and, above all other Reformed 
Churches, Our Biſhops, Our Liturgy, Our Cathedrals, 
By Her Records, Her Ewvidences, they ſtand the 
ſtock of Anti-Chriſtian Adverſaries: And the At of 
Demoliſhing the Antient Stately Abbeys, was there- 
fore Hideous, becauſe it was Frontleſs, regarding nor 
the Majelty of Holy Church which Founded them; 
on which account, as Speed faith honeſtly; All the 
World ftood amaz'd at the Prank. Further then, as 
it was our Prixciple, ſo it may be our Center once 
again; moſt Wiſe Men think, upon theſe Moun- 
tains the Ark muſt reſt, For what Yitruvius ob- 
ferves in the Scituation of Rowe, in Order to the 
Empire of the World, holds in the ſame convenience 
-for the Church, viz. That it lies in the: Center of ths 

Apoſtolical 
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Apoſtolical World ; All the World which was known 
at the Churches firſt Inſtitution, Nor can the Elogies 
of St. Peter's Chair, 10 plain fi om our Lord's Bleſſed 


Mouth, be darken'd ſo, but that we muſt look up- 


on that Apoftolical Seat, with ſome Eminent Regard; 
feeing our Saviour who declar'd He would Found His 
Church upoa His Faith,excluded not His Perſo»,nor by 
conſequence, His Succeſſion. 'T's a clear cale from the 
words following, Et dabo Tibi : If He gives the Keys 
to the Perſon, not to the Faith properly, ſurely the 
Perſon is not Excluded from the Primacy of His 
Church Founded thereon. 
$. 56. But what, muſt we prove, That which hath 
been prov'd already ? That there is but One true Church 
in the World! then indeed he confeſſes it will ſjgnifie 
ſomething to prove the Rom. Ch. to be that true Church? 
Tothe Frſk ask, if the Church be Chriſt's Myſtical 
Body, how many Bodies hath He ? If but One, then 
there is but One rue Church. Particular true Churches 
are but parts of that Oze, yet They are call'd by the 
Name proper to the whole, becauſe of their Comnexi- 
on and Combination with It; as when you touch my 
Arm, you are juſtly {aid to have touch'd my Body. 
$. 57. This being prov'd, by the Di/courſers leave, 
the Notes take place to prove the Roman Church, 1. ec. 
theſe in Communion with Her, in Italy, Germany, 
France,Spain,Ireland,(and where-ever elſe Planted) to 
be the 7rwe Church of Chrift, in Oppoſition to the Re- 
former, be ſure, which if People will obſerve, is the 
only Queſtion that concerns us here in Exgland ! Tis 
but the Lapwings cunning to draw us from her Neſt, 
to run to Greek, Armenian, Abaſſine, and engage into 
the State of thoſe Churches, to take us off from the 
more 
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more neceffary enquiry of our own condition, How- 
beit, when all is done, we believe the Church of Rome 
is the only Church; yea, we believe it prov'd by the 


: Great Cardinal Bellarmine in his Powerful Book de 


Nots Eccleſie. 
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$. 58. In the next place, we muſt prove, That the p,,. ,, 


CatholickChurch doth not ſignifie all the particular true 
Churches in the World, but ſome One Church which ts 
the Fonntain of Cathelick Unity : He ſhould ſay, Not 
only ſignifie All, but alſo ſome One : And This 1s evi- 
dent by an obvious diſtinftion of the Word. For 
let the Mother Church have never ſo many Daughters, 
take them altogether, They are Formally Catholick ; 
Take the Mother by Her Self, She is Fundamentally 
Catholick. So we have ſaid, the Chnrch of Jeruſalem, 
or Antioch, while particular Churches, were Catho- 
lick Churches. And this is not toſay, the Part is the 
Whole : For though the word Catholick was aſcrib'd 
to the Church confider'd in Her Adult Eſtate, yet it 
muſt agree in its Limited Senſe, to the firit Matrix, 
by way of reflexion as it were, ſince That Yery Church 
ſpread it ſelf, by God's Bleffing fo Uniyerſally. The 
ine propagates it felf into: ſo many Branches ; the 
Stock is not Formally the Branches, but Virtually it 
is; Nor have the Branches any Life in them, any 
true Catholiciſm in them, but as they Communicate 
with the Stock... For the Churches of Chrift are not 
Catholickin a vagrant Univerfality, but m an Unity 
of Communion, as our Saviour thews in that exce[- 
lent Emblem of the Y;ze and the Branches: Where 
by the Vine, He means Himſelf and His Church, of 
which we are, -or ought to be the Branches.; We 
ſmiletherefore'at the Abſurdity, and his .contradiQi- 
On 
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on that he imagines elſewhere, p. 22. that he will 
make us confeſs, that the particular Church of Rome 
15 the Catholick Church ; Time was when the Church 
of Jeruſalem was 1o, or the Church of Antioch, or 
elſe there was none. Then why not the Church of 
Rome ? What think you, in the Senſe given ? 

6. 59. Yet to make us confeſs this Abſurdity. He 
asks us, ſuppoſe 0 other Churches ſhould ſubmit to the 
Church of Rome, would ſhe be Catholick or not ? If 
all the Branches were Lop'd off, the Stock would re- 
main ; She would be the Church of Chriſt, while She 
would leave you Childiſhly to quarrel about the 
word Cathelick ; which all Men admit hath its diffe. 
rent acceptations. Now for Communicating with the 
Church of Rome, let St. Peter come in ; The firſt Ca- 
tholick Ch. as conſiſting of ſeveral Nations, what we 
have faid before, rooted at Artioch; For ſeven years to- 
gether, they ſay,St. Peter Sate there; If Peter had con- 
tinued there, it had been neceſſary to Communicate 
with Antioch as the Mother-Church ; 1o, ſeeing be- 
yond all diſpute, he removed thence, and Sate at 
the City of Rome, the Mother-Church being Tranſ- 
lated, we muſt Communicate with That, which as 
it haps, 15 more our Neighbour. 

$. 60. His laft effort 15 againſt the Deſign, for by 
the NOTES we intend ſays he, ®© to find out ſuch 4 
* Church oz whoſe Authority we muſs rely for the whole 
<« Chriftian Faith, ever for the Scriptures themſelves, 
& and this makes him admire ; for orele we had the 
«Notes of 4 true Church, before we can conclude that 
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«This Church is the Infallible Guide and uncontroulla- E 
« ble Judge of Controverſies; we muſt be ſatisfy d F 
< that the Church is Infafible. Now this can't be Y 


« provd 
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« proved but by Scripture : So then, we muſt believe 
&« the Scriptures, and uſe our own Fudgement to under- 
* ftand them, before we can know there is an Infalli- 
* ble Church : and therefore thoſe who reſolve the be- 
& lief of the Scripture into the Authority of the 
* Church, cannot without great Impudence urge the Au- 
© thority of the Scriptures to prove the Churches In- 
« fallibulity, &c. Infallibility and Tranſubitamiation ; 
God forgive all the Stirs that have been made on their 
account, The One clamours at the Holy Exchariſt,the 
other at the Church, with Malignity ſufficient. 'Tis 
little leſs than B/aſphemy forſooth, to fay, the Church 
is Infallible ; whereas nothing is intended by it, but 
the innocent, Quiet, and Peace of the Church, That 
_ Legacy. of our Eternally Beloved Redeemer 
fo) —_ 

In all Corporations where there are Laws to Govern 
them, there will ſome doubts ariſe : Now the = 
ſtion is no more but This, who muſt reſolve the 
Doubts? In plain Exg/iſþ, who muſt be Judge ? 
Every Private, Proud, Peeviſh, Wayward Spirit ? Or 
the Rulers of the Corporation? The Light of Nature 
it ſelf teaches,(that I ſpeak not of Divine Authority.) 
Who are to Judge,unleſs there be no fuch thing as an 


r by Eccleſiaſtical Judge : Yea, but they are not Infallible. 
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le they be not, 'tis not manners to tell them ſo. 
hath ſet theſe Charch-Governours over us, to 


tves, conclude us to our Devorrs of Reverence and Obedi- 
1 the ence. If they are notInfallible, be fure, Thou art nor. 
thasi Therefore take heed, left you Err. Suppoſe you do 
ulls- Err with the Church, the Errour is on the Right 
sfj/d Hand : Do not you break Uzizy for any Whimley of 
t be your own; that's an Errour on the other Hand. Oh / 
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but We are loath to be deceiv'd ; God hath given 
you no greater ſecurity againſt Errour in the Lump, 
than the Judgement of the Church. He who hath told 
us that God hath ſent Paſtors and Dofors,leſt we ſhould 
be carried about with every Wind of Doftrine, Eph. IV. 
could have ſaid no more, if they had been downright 
Infallible; the Dottors of the Church conſenting, are 
pretty near it then: And St. Auſtin ſays plainly, 
Quilquis falli metuit, muſt conſult the Church, and 
all Men of Reaſon after Tertullian de Preſcripe, 
thought it not agreeable to the Spirit of God to ſuffer 
the Church to conlent far and near, to any dangerous 
Article, though I do not ſee. but that they grant, there 
be may Errour and Ignorance found in private Perſons 


and Places, as Dr. Stapleton admoniſhes, Eccl. controv. | 


9.2.Notab. 7. So the prudent Catholick,who attends to 
the voice of the Church, is ſafe, and ſhall go to Hea- 


ven, by implicite Obedience, ſooner: than the Criti- 


cal. Diſputer, who in a pretended : purſuit:of ſome 
teſs Truths, diſturbs and confounds the main matters 
of the Goſpel, Righteouſneſs and Peace, and Joy-in 
the: Holy Ghoſt. 


Now whereas he faith, © That thoſe whoreſolve our 


* belief. of the Scriptures into the: Authority of the 
* Church are-impudent : Let all knowing men, who 


have been exercis'd in theſe things, - be. Judges who 
are more Impudent ; the Church of. God, which is 


Diſerted, or the. Diſertor ? Beſides that, I find it a 
Scandal of the Church to ſay, She believes the Scrip- 
ture: upon Her own Authority : Honeſt St. Thomas 
tells us, Prima Veritas, .is the. formal objett of Faith ; 
God himſelf ſpeaking to us by Scripture, Tea, and by 
Fraditiov, is. alone the laſt Obje&t, where Faith ter- 
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minates. And though the voice of the Church is un- 
deniably, in-its due'{enſe, more than meerly Humane, 
z, e. A Divine Voice, ( for He that Heareth you, Hear- 
me, faith our Saviour;) Yet this voice of the Church 
is aſhgn'd by Catholick Dodtors, to be only a Condi- 
tion, ſine qua 0m, inthe ordinary way where Faith 
is begot in us. Nor can he deny, although neither 
dare he own, that the Voice of the Church which 
gives Teſtimony to the Scripture, 1s Infallible ; the 
Jews own ſo much to the Teftimony born to their 
Scriptures, and the Chritiaxs in their Senſes muſt do 
ſotoo: There are, no Queſtion, other ConviCtions, 
whereby the word of God firſt pointed at by the 
Church, makes out its Divine Original, ſuch as the 


© Efficacy of the Do#rine, Plal. 19. 1 Cor. 14. 25. The 
' fulfilling of Prophecies, &c. Where then is the Im- 


pudence of the Church ? when as the Holy Secrip- 
ture is, beſide the Notice of the Church, further ad- 
mitted tobe a Divine Oracle by other mediums more 
Intrinſick. The Church ſhall give her Members to 
underſtand .by plain proofs, that God hath endued 
Her, for perfeQting of the Saints, for the work of the 
Miniſtry, with Infallibility enough to conduC&t us 
to Heaven : The reproach 'theretore of a Circle is 
vain, and only for amuſement of the Reader, to 
ſtart up Jealouſies andFears as if the Church wereat a 
loſs,if what hath been ſaid,be took notice of.*And the 


| <advice that he gives his Brethren, That they ſhould 


* refuſe all Scripture-proofs of the Point, upon the ac- 
© count that they can never make out the Scripture 
« by the Authority of their Church, is Freakiſh, to ſay 
*no worſe. If we rejeited all their Scripture- 
*"poofs, (lays he) we ſhould ſee whit bleſſe dwork they 
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& ould make of it; how they would prove their 
* Churches Infallibility, and what fue NOTE S We 
* ſhould have of a Church, &c. when he hath gran» 
ted (to his Coſt) p. 18. That we come to the knows» 
ledge of the Scripture by the un-interrupted Tradi- 
tion of Credible Witneſſes ; though he will not fay, 
Tradition of the Church. Deny then the Scripture ſo 
attcſted, and then let Few and Chri#tiax call you 
Mad-man. If you will not _ them, the more 
and more you read them, you ſhall find the Churches 
Teſtimony true, even by what hath been offer'd ; 
and if you find it ſo, may not the Church diſpute ex 
conceſſis ? In the mean while, when you ſay that you 
believe the Scripture, without the Authority of their 
Church, this is very hard ; ſeeing you had no other 
Proponent butthe Catholick Church of England in King 
Henry's time ; which, let me tell you, you did not 
look upon barely as credible Witneſſes, but as the 
Church of God, though with its Faults and Blemi- 
ſhes, which you (forſooth) have purg'd away. 
$. 6x. © When he faith therefore (to draw to an 
* end) that he would gladly know what Notes we would 
© pzve 4 _ to know the true Infallible Church by. — 
I Anſwer, There can be no place forſuch Notes when 
the Authority of the Scripture is deny'd. But if the 
Church ſhould ſay to a Pagan, we have ſome Books 
Sacred with us, which we reckon are Oracles of God, 
tranſmitted to us from Generation to Generation, for 
almoſt 1700. years, which we, and our Fore-Fathers 
have been vers'd in by daily Explications, Homibes 
and Sermons; However you accord not with the Con- 
tents 'of the Book, yet we juſtly take our ſelves to 
be the beſt Judges and Expounders of thoſe __ | 
e 
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The Pagan would ſay, the Church ſpoke Reaſon. 
$. 62. I know none that are fo ſexſeleſs, as he 
calls it, to reſolve all their Faith into the Authority 
of the Church ; nor any that ſay the Church is the 
firſt Obje& of our Faith, but as before expreſſed ; 
A Medinm or Condition, without which nothing is 
to be done. For, how can we hear without a Prea- 
cher ? That Preacher is the Charch. Oh the Fate of 
Diviſion and Schiſm ! A Preacher is Magnify'd, if we 
mean a ſingle Man, and the Word ſo Preached is the 
precious means to beget Faith ; and yet the Apoſtles, 
Ewvangelifts, Paftors, and Dottors of all Ages and 
Churches, are look'd upon as precarious ; If we like 
them, So ; if we do not, no harm ; This Church- Autho- 
rity,we Watch and Ward againſt it. 
$. 63. Whether the Church is more known than 
the Scripture, or Contra? and how the Caſe is,we need 
not repeat. To Us, the Church ; But in the Nature 
of the thing, or Definition, the Scripture ; or the 
Word rather, is before the Church. ** So that what 
*he ſays, We know and believe mot of the Articles 
&* of the Faith, before we can know whether there be a 
* Church or not, is to be denyd, or diſtinguiſh'd : 
And in the next words, the Diſcourſer diftinguiſbes 
for us, when he ſays, * That the Order obſerv'd in 
* the Apoſtles Creed, is an Evidence of This, Be- 
© cauſe all thoſe Articles which precede the Articles of the 
* Holy Catholick Church, muſt in Order of Nature, 
* be known before it. In Order of Nature, expreſly 
as we diftinguiſh'd at the beginning, and not other- 
wiſe. For plain it is, that the Catechumen knew 
there was a Chnrch, a Bleſſed Society, where Salva- 
tion was to be had, before he would enter himſelf 
L0'6) 
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to be Catechiſed in, the Faith; from which Cat 
'chiſm he-learn'd the .Creed, the Blefled Trinity, & 
and not properly from the Scriptures ; which is the 
Method of allChurches to this day,to teach theCyeed 
and Catechiſms, and through them, bring thoſe whe 
are able, to the Bible.—— And the firſt Perſon, us'd 
at the beginning of the Creeds, Tbelteve, lignifies 
who deſire to be made a Member of the.Church, þ 
the Holy Sacrament of Initiation, do believe what 
hath been propoſed to .me firſt, and then compre 
hended in that Fundamental Breviate. 

$ '64. But if we come to the Order of Nature, *ti 
certain we mult believe Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
before we can compleatly determine the Church anc 
its Definition, and the Creed muſt begin with, I be- 
lieve in God, &c. Not with—— T believe in the Hi 
ly Catholick Church, as is fallly ſuggeſted. 


Emitte Iucem tuam & vweritatem tuam ; ipſa we 
deduxerunt in Montem Sanitum tnum, & in Taber- 
wacula tua 


FINI1S. 


